In terms of local reactions, tolerance of SIT was excellent, with no delayed local reactions and only one episode of immediate local reaction during the maintenance phase (erythema with papules measuring 60 mm in mean diameter). This reaction did not require treatment or a change in the desensitization schedule.
We believe that the allergenic extract is safe, at least at concentrations up to 0.4 mg latex protein. Tolerance was excellent, and, like other authors who used accelerated schedules (6), we established the MD on the basis of the appearance of a systemic reaction. We felt this to be the most prudent approach, in contrast to other studies in which the appearance of a systemic reaction led only to a change in the dose schedule (7, 8). Use of a conventional schedule would probably have allowed us to reach a higher MD, a possibility that deserves further study.
We consider SIT with latex to be highly effective, and found the allergenic extract used to be safe and well tolerated. In four patients, maximum MMP-9 levels were observed 9 or 10 h after nasal provocation with allergen. In Fig. 1 , the results of nasal lavage are shown for one of these four patients.
In the ®fth patient, a maximum MMP-9 level (340 ng MMP-9/ml lavage¯uid) was already Isoniazid-induced bullous skin reaction
